Cross & Crown

News of the Ministry & Mission of R. E. Lee Memorial Church, 123 W. Washington St., Lexington, VA

From The Rector

Search Committee

With the start of the new year,
the Search Committee has been
hard at work reading resumés and
applications for our vacant rector
position. We have started narrowing
down the pool of about 20 well-
qualified candidates. Our next step
will be to line up phone conversa-
tions with our favorite candidates,
to check references, to answer any
guestions they may have about R. E.
Lee Church, and to meet personally
and extensively with a few of them.

We cannot propose a timeline
for all of this to happen, since we
are at the mercy of several clergy
schedules. Once we narrow the
search to two or three people, we
will pass those names on to the Ves-
try, as we have been charged to do.
It will be the responsibility of the
Vestry to issue a call to our new
rector.

Thank you for understanding
and appreciating the confidentiality
of this process and our candidates’
inclusion in it. Please keep us and
this all-important discernment proc-
ess in your thoughts and prayers as
we move forward.

Farris Hotchkiss & Mary Webster,
Co-chairs
Dane Boston, Erika Brooke,
Jay Crawford, Gail Dick,
Lu Dooley, Steve Grist,
Ned Henneman, Carol Woodcock
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February 21
Holy Eucharist
& Imposition of Ashes
7a.m., 12:15 p.m., 5:30 p.m.

February 2007

Wednesdays during Lent
David: Called, Flawed, Anointed

The story of David is an amazing narrative—one of the greatest stories of all
time—about one of the most flawed heroes of all time. David has been interpreted
up, down, and sideways for at least 2,000 years by rabbis, priests, scholars, believers
and skeptics.

Parishioners Alexandra Brown and Uncas McThenia, with the assistance of Rich-
ard Marks, a Jewish scholar and teacher of Hebrew Scripture at Washington & Lee,
will lead a Lenten discussion of the David story on Wednesday evenings.

Lent is a particularly pertinent time to read David. The season affirms our flawed
nature as individuals and communities and at the same time calls us to dedicate our-
selves to the same God who called David, another flawed servant.

The telling of the David story has become a story itself. Our familiar Christianized
version—an “Old Testament version”—often depicts David as a mere genealogical
precursor to Jesus, the Son of David. That version too often depicts Jews as having
“hung up their harps,” no longer privileged interpreters of the David stories. But
Jewish legend and interpretation are too rich to let that image dominate our land-
scape. David is larger, more tangled at the roots. He will not fit into any box too
long, but confronts us again and again with the perils and possibilities of faith in the
God of the Bible.

The Bible devotes more text to David than to any other person (including Moses
and Jesus). There are three bodies of material which relate to him: the primary
source of information about David’s life is in 1 & 2 Samuel and the first two chap-
ters of 1 Kings; the book of 1 Chronicles offers a retelling of the David story con-
tained in 1 & 2 Samuel from a different theological viewpoint; and almost half of
the 150 psalms contain headings associating them with David.

We will be exploring the material in 1 & 2 Samuel and hope you will join us for
this study as we consider David: Called, Flawed, Anointed.

Beginning Wednesday, February 28

5:30 Evening Worship
6 p.m. Potluck Supper
6:30 p.m. Study of David

New Vestry Officers
At its January meeting, the Vestry elected the following officers: Brian Shaw,
senior warden; Bob Glidden, junior warden; Buddy Atkins, treasurer; and Bob
deMaria, secretary.




Confirmation Classes to Begin February 25

Confirmation will be celebrated here on May 6 during the visitation by our
Bishop, The Rt. Rev. F. Neff Powell.

An inquirer’s class, taught by our 10:30 supply priest, The Rev. Dr. Robert T.
Copenhaver, will begin on Sunday, Feb. 25 for those who would like to be con-
firmed, to reaffirm their baptismal covenant, or simply to learn more about the An-
glican communion.

The class will meet Sundays after the 10:30 service through April 1.

If you would like to sign up for this class or make an appointment to talk to Father
Bob about confirmation, contact Melissa Cox at 319-1986 or coxm@wlu.edu.

KNO: What a Deal!
Susan Lawrence started
“Kids Night Out” four
years ago as a ministry to
reach out to young fami-
lies and to help the R. E. Lee children get to
know each other. My daughters, Elise and
Emma Brooke, participate regularly in the
social time. It is a terrific ministry and our
parish is so fortunate to have Susan, who
is so willing to take care of children just in
exchange for a donation to the food pantry.
She does fun crafts with the kids and pro-
vides yummy snacks. It really is wonderful
and we are extremely thankful to have that
one night a month when we know we can
have a date and be assured that our girls
are having a great time.

KNO is held on the first Friday of the
month. To reserve a spot for your children
on Feb. 2, contact Susan at law-
rences@rockbridge.net.

CHRISTIANITY & CULTURE
An Abyss of Madness and Blasphemy:
What is and What is not Christianity
The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Litzenburg, Jr.
9:15 Sundays in the Parish Hall.
There will be no session on Feb. 4.

Music Sundays at 5

In December about 10 instrumental
musicians and singers created ar-
rangements of hymns to play at the
5 p.m. services. It was such fun and
added so much beauty to the services,
we are going to get back together this
month.

We’ll meet in the church at 4 p.m.
each Sunday to practice and play at
the 5 p.m. service. Everyone is wel-
come—singers, instruments, and all
ages!

For more information, see Daniel.

—Erika Brooke
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SHROVE TUESDAY

February 20

6 to8p.m.
in the Parish Hall

Pancakes and Talent!

If you can sing, dance,

or tell jokes, contact

Sarah Massie at 570-5400
for stage time!
Proceeds to benefit
the Marc Nikkel School, Sudan

See you there!

For the Soup Label Savers...

If you save labels for Boy’s Home,
Covington, you need to know the latest
information. The company has made a
change in label collection guidelines.
Instead of the front side of the soup can
labels, only the UPC code needs to be
clipped. Some products are marked
with five bonus points. The new guide-
lines make it easier to store the col-
lected labels. With the new collection
guidelines, earning points for the La-
bels for Education™ program is easier
than ever. Continued thanks to Betty
Bentley, project coordinator of the par-
ish’s Labels for Education program.

On December 17, the St. Francis Choir and the Handbell Choir traveled to

Singin’ & Ringin’ at Boys’ Home

Boys’ Home, Covington to participate with the boys and several staff members in

a musical Christmas program. After Chaplain Connie Jackson welcomed us, we

joined the boys for lunch.

Saints’ Chapel.

They shared their excitement about the holiday parties planned for each of
their cottages later that day, and many were also eagerly looking forward to
spending the holidays with their families. Following lunch we gathered in Al

With Daniel Brinson providing keyboard accompaniment, St. Francis Choir

members—Mary Lawrence, Grace Sailer, Caroline Webster, Sydney Cross, and
8 Samantha and Peter Dozal—sang several carols including their favorite, “Star-
Child.”

There were also handbell selections rung
by Handbell Choir members—Bonnie
Gates, Ann Kruger and Carol and Gordon
Woodcock—and favorite carols sung by
all. It was a joyful musical afternoon and a
festive prelude to the Christmas parties to
follow that evening.




Memorial and Honor Gifts in 2006

The approaching penitential season of Lent is a time for reflection and renewal of
faith. During the weeks before the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection, we are
called to examine ourselves in prayer and offer ourselves to God in service to Him.
One way we can do this is to remember those loved and lost as well as to recognize
those living who carry on God’s work in our church and community as our search
for a rector continues.

For many years R. E. Lee Memorial Episcopal Church has been blessed by the
financial support of memorial and honor gifts. In 2006 alone the church received
more than fifty gifts in memory or honor of parishioners or family members.
Thanks go to the following donors of those gifts.

Nate and Eloise Adams

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Beard
Betty Bentley

Kenneth and Elise Bick
Elizabeth Carswell

The Andrew John family

Mr. and Mrs. William Latture
Maurice and Virginia Leach
Mo and Julia Littlefield

Don and Lynne Lorrier

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Mays

Margery Couper Ann Macleod
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Craun Mr. and Mrs. John McCrady
Doris Daniel Claudia Miller

Vernon and Jane Daniels
Elinor Denney

Dwight Emanuelson
John P. Freedom

Peter Fyfe

Martha Gansz

Tom and Betty Goad

Lucy Coates Moise

Mrs. William W. Old

Mr. and Mrs. James Philpot, Jr.
Henry Porter

Bill Porter

Jean and Dick Rathmell
Adelaide Simpson

Elmon Gray Betty Stewart

Elizabeth Gudmundson D. B. Thatcher

Annabelle Harer Dorothy Tyree

Harold and Helen Head Theodore and Susan Van Lear
Dr. and Mrs. John Herron Rose Watt

Dr. and Mrs. James Wheelis
Kenneth Zelenak

Virginia Hodges
Ned and Penny Henneman
Eileen Hinks

Received since the report in last month’s Cross and Crown was a generous gift in
memory of Ann Whims Burch.
The Memorial Contributions Committee

@. Happy Birthday to You!

14 Paula Cooper 23  Sallie Smith
1 Samantha Dozal Anne Tatum Wright Beverly Tucker
3 Sally Sessoms
. 15 Jack Apgar 24 Holt Merchant
5  Nat Massie :
9 Ben Oxford Marshall Walden 26 Susan Cain
Bob Hehre 27 Dane Boston

11 Jenny Shultis

12 George Brooke

13 Betty Bentley
Betsy Houston
Wayne Fitzgerald

16  John Mirabella

19 Sarah Shultis Steve Robbins

21 Steve Riethmiller Russell Knudson
Doug Roper 29 Claire Oxford

22 Jerry Bury

Don Samdahl

In the Parish Register:
Transfer In: Lynwood & Carol Dent, 257 Dogwood Rise, 24450 (Phone: 462-2897)
Transfer Out: William T. Schwartz to Christ Church Cathedral, Nashville, TN
Vernon & Jane Daniel to St. Mark’s, Fincastle
William & Helen Talbott to St. John’s, Glasgow
Baptisms: Olivia Holt Atkins & Christopher Beckwith Sackett

ECW Allocates $9,450

to Charitable Agencies

At its January meeting the Episco-
pal Church Women (ECW) adopted its
budget for 2007, distributing $9,450, of
which $1,700 was from the sale of
plum puddings and the remainder from
the Christmas Bazaar.

The women rejoiced to hear that
Sissy Prillaman and Jane Brooke will
again co-chair the 2007 Bazaar. Plans
for the New Year include a general
meeting on February 13 and neighbor-
hood gatherings beginning in March.
Watch the bulletins for more about
that!

Beneficiaries of the Bazaar pro-
ceeds are: Boys’ Home, Covington;
Rockbridge Area Free Clinic, Rock-
bridge Area Hospice, Jackson-Field
Home for Girls; Rockbridge Literacy &
Language Center, RARA, Yellow
Brick Road, Rockbridge Project Hori-
zon’s Lisa’s House; Operation Golden
Rule; Marc Nikkel School, Sudan;
China Mission, Mrs. Ju; R. E. Lee Mu-
sic program; R. E. Lee Junior/Senior
High youth program.

Transportation to Spare?

Rockbridge Area Transportation Sys-
tem (RATS) is in immediate need of
two vehicles.

Please consider a donation if you
have a sedan or four-door minivan
which has less than 100,000 miles and
is less than 10 years old. RATS is a
non-profit organization that depends on
our community for support in providing
an appropriate, affordable means of
transportation for those of us who find
it difficult to live independently, espe-
cially the handicapped and elderly. To
help, call 463-3346.

For the RARA Food Pantry

Canned tuna & salmon .

Leave your items on the ?I'

main floor, Parish House, o=,
under the hall table.







Bishop of the Diocese
The Rt. Rev. F. Neff Powell
Director of Music: Daniel Brinson
Parish Administrator: Kay Horner
Treasurer: Buddy Atkins
Financial Secretary: Anita Ramp
Volunteer Coordinator: Lynne Lorrier
Sexton: Connie Bryant
Clergy Associates: The Rev. John A. Furgerson;
The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Litzenburg; The Rev.
Dr. Jackson P. Hershbell; The Rev. Dr. Robert
Crewdson

Vestry 2007
Buddy Atkins
George Brooke Il
Molly Brown

John Burleson
Roger Crockett
Susan Cross
Libby Cumming
Bridget Kelley-Dearing
Bob de Maria

Bob Glidden
Cindy Mullen
Woody Sadler
Brian Shaw
Gretchen Walden
Jonathan Webster

For $100: A Year’s Tuition & Food for a Marc Nikkel Student

How often do you buy a cup of coffee or a soft drink? Daily? How much do you pay? At
least 50 cents? That adds up to $182.50 per year. Doesn't seem like a lot, does it? Yet, a
little over one-half that
amount—$100 per year—
would pay for tuition and
food during the day for a
child at the Mark Nikkel
School in the Sudan.

Your Christian Outreach
Committee is asking every-
one to join in the Lenten
Project of donating to en-
able R. E. Lee Memorial
Church to send enough to
educate at least five children
in the school. We would like everyone in the congregation to donate—children, youth, col-
lege students, young adults, older adults.

Please send your donations to the parish office. If by check, make it payable to the
church with “Marc Nikkel School” in the memo line. If you have any questions, please con-
tact M.J. Mayerchek at 463-9457 or Renae Patrick at 458-8562.

February Cross and Crown

Cross and Crown is the monthly newsletter of R. E. Lee Memorial
Episcopal Church in Lexington, VA. The editor is Kay Horner. The
deadline for C&C is the 15th of the month. Articles and items of
interest may be e-mailed to hornerk@releechurch.org or dropped in

include contact information.



