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Confirmation, May 7 
The Rt. Rev. A. Heath Light, fourth 

bishop of our diocese, will be with us for 
confirmation on Sunday, May 7, at the 
10:30 service. 

Following the service, you are invited to 
a reception in honor of our confirmands. 

Confirmands have successfully com-
pleted their study, “Encountering Christ: An 
Intergenerational Faith Experience,” led by 
The Rev. Rhonda Wheeler, Director of 
Christian Education. 

Those to be confirmed are: 
Grier Cross 

Walker Cross 
Nick Gorham 

Anne Schroer-Lamont 
Don Ellis 

Claudia Ellis 
Suzanne Keen is being received and 

Ann Lyne is reaffirming her faith. 

While I am with You 
Thoughts, Views and Opinions from the Interim Rector 

  
 

 When they went to the place where Jesus was buried  
they found the stone rolled away.  "He is not here.  He is risen!" 

 
Those are the first words of Easter.  “He is not here.  He is risen!  He is 

risen!” The women, Mary, Martha and the other Mary, were the first to hear the 
Good News.  They couldn't wait to tell the others.  But the reception they got 
when they repeated those words was full of skepticism and doubt.   

The twelve disciples, Jesus’ hand-picked followers, were astonished.  How 
could these things be?  They knew he had told them he would do it, but deep 
down they probably really didn’t believe it. 

The Gospel accounts all attest to the same facts. He had been crucified and 
buried and had returned to his followers. They recognized him, but he was dif-
ferent somehow.  

This is the central experience of our Christian faith. We are the followers of 
the Risen Lord, the one who conquered sin and death to bring to us the Easter 
promise… God’s love and eternal life! 

Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us! 
Therefore, let us keep the Feast!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!  The Lord is Risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

May you and all those you love have a blessed Easter Season! 
Your faithful servant in the Lord, 

 
  

  
The Rev. Barry W. Miller 

Interim Rector 
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Worship Notes 

During Eastertide, a time of new begin-
nings spiritually, there will be no Confes-
sion following the Prayers of the People 
at either of our morning services.  

At the 10:30 service, we will recite the 
contemporary version of the Lord’s Prayer 
as found in the Book of Common Prayer. 
The variations, while temporary, provide 
us with insight into meaningful alternate 
forms of worship. 

In Service—
Our acolytes 
are among 
those who en-
hance our wor-
ship each Sun-
day.  Shown 
above following 
the Easter Vigil 
are (l to r) Emily 
Wheeler, Ben 
Shehan, Will 
Shehan, Youth 
Director Nick 
Gorham, and 
Sarah Massie. 



Kids Night Out 
Friday, May 5, 6-9 p.m. 

You go out; we take the kids! 
No charge, but food donations to RARA 

requested & appreciated. 
To sign  up  e-mail 
Susan Lawrence 

lawrences@rockbridge.net. 

Christian Education & Spiritual Formation 
Our Christian Education teachers provide an incredible ministry in our parish. 

We appreciate, beyond words, the preparation given.  The spiritual formation 
opportunity they provide is worthy of our love and thanks.   

On Pentecost Sunday, June 4, the Christian Education Committee will host its 
annual Appreciation Picnic following the 10:30 service. We will grill hot dogs 
and hamburgers outside, rain or shine, and eat outside, weather permitting.   

We will recognize our teachers and volunteers in a special way.  There will be 
games and activities for the children and youth.  June 4 will conclude our Sunday 
School year for the summer.  Sunday School will resume September 10. 

 
 

The Rev. Rhonda E. Wheeler, DCE 
A heartfelt thank you to all who have helped with the nursery, Sunday School, Children’s Chapel, & 
Children’s Word: Erika & Merce Brooke, Pam Traugott, Charlotte Murphy, Bridget Kelly-Dearing, Anna 
Dozal, Dane Boston, John Milford, Myra Brush, Bonnie Fay, Marlys Craun, Sharon Massie, Trey 
Shehan, Mary Webster, Jonathan Webster, Nick Gorham, Lynne Lorrier, Dan and Macy Coffey, Emily 
Wheeler, Sarah Massie, Anne Douglas Shaw, Mary Wall, Claire Oxford, Ben Oxford, Mike Oxford, 
Mike Murphy, Walker Cross, Grier Cross, Mary Lawrence, and Susan Lawrence. 

Wonderful Wednesdays Under Way!  
Our parish is at its best when we gather to serve others or to embark on a new 

project, program or mission.  Last fall, our effort to build a mid-week offering 
for parishioners of all ages around Scripture study, music, fellowship, and a 
meal engendered an enthusiastic spirit and a contagious response. Now, in Eas-
tertide, we have begun our final  session of Wonderful Wednesdays of the year. 

Disciples of Christ (DOC) is reading together Anne Rice’s latest work, Christ 
the Lord: Out of Egypt, a  novel based on the gospels and on the most respected 
New Testament scholarship.  Rice “summons up the voice, the presence, and the 
words of Jesus who tells the story.” 

   Books are on sale in the Parish Office for $24. 
4:00-5:30    Catechesis of the Good  Shepherd  (Atrium) 
                    St. Francis Choir  (Choir Room) 
5:30-6:30    Family Dinner 
6:30-7:45    Disciples of Christ (DOC), Handbells, Nursery 

On Sunday 
Encountering Christ: An Intergenera-
tional Faith Experience (Library). 
(through Confirmation, May 7) 
Christianity & Culture: Heresy, Mar-
tyrdom, and Betrayal: John Wycliffe, 
William Tyndale, and Sir Thomas 
More, led by the Rev. Dr. Thomas V. 
Litzenburg. (Parish House) 

Nursery, up to 2-1/2 years 
2nd floor, Parish House 

9:15 to 10:15 a.m., Church School 
Ages 3-18, 3rd floor, Parish House 
9:50 to 10 a.m., Children’s Chapel, 

2nd floor, Parish House, 3 years to Grade 3 
10:15-11:15, Children’s Word 
Atrium, 3rd floor, Parish House 

 

Coming in June:  
Vacation Bible School! 

Trading Places: Where Jesus Makes a 
World of Difference 

Monday-Friday, June 12-16 
9 a.m. to noon 

Lexington Presbyterian Church 
We will be partnering with Lexington 

Presbyterian and Trinity United Meth-
odist Churches to learn about Ruth, 
David, Esther, Peter, and others from 
the Bible. Our children will have the 
opportunity to imagine what it would be 
like to  trade places with children in 
Mexico, Brazil, Poland, China, and 
Kenya.   

 We need your help for this wonder-
ful adventure in music, crafts, nonstop 
fun and games!  Our co-directors are 
Lisa Bowles (nbowles966@ 
earthlink.net) and Jane Sailer 
(jsailer1@aol.com) 

Please contact Rhonda Wheeler 
(wheelerr@releechurch.org) or our 
directors with questions or to volunteer. 

Gadsden Report—First Quarter 
The Mission and Outreach Committee of the Gadsden Endowment is charged to fund activi-
ties which spread the Christian Gospel and alleviate human suffering.  The committee has 
seven members:  one trustee of the church, one Vestry member, two members appointed by 
the trustees, three members appointed by the Vestry.  The committee invites grant propos-
als, meets quarterly to consider them, and grants funds in the following categories: 

 

• 10% of the annual income from the Endowment for Diocesan projects or programs 
specifically underfunded 

• 20% for seminarians and continuing education of Diocesan clergy or ministers  
of our parish 

• 50% for local needs and concerns 
• 20% for Third World needs, especially in Sudan. 

 

At our first quarterly meeting on March 29, we made two grants: 
• $5,000 to the Marc Nikkel School in Sudan 
• $5,700 to Phoebe Needles Conference Center for capital improvements  

of the facilities. 
 

The Committee membership is currently:  Jean Wolfe, Elizabeth Harralson, and Roger 
Crockett, tri-chairs; Beth Hart, secretary; Lloyd Goad, treasurer; Robert Glidden and Lu Doo-
ley, members-at-large. 

 
      Elizabeth Harralson 

Cross & Crown deadline  
for June issue: May 15 



For the RARA Pantry 
Canned soups and ramen noodles.  

Leave the groceries on the main floor of the 
Parish House. 

Youth News from Nick 
Relay for Life—Support our youth team in 
the American Cancer Society’s Rockbridge 
County Relay for Life on May 12 and 13. All 
donations will go directly to the American 
Cancer Society. Please consider sponsor-
ing one of our youth participants. You can-
donate via our website at 
www.acsevents.org/relay/Rockbridge/
releechurch or simply write a check to R. E. 
Lee Memorial Church with Relay for Life 
marked on the check.  

Goshen Pass on May 6—hike, picnic, and 
swim. Bring your sneakers, swim suit, and a 
sack lunch and come ready to take in some 
fun in the sun.  
Episcopal Youth in Community (EYC) 
continues to meet weekly, senior high stu-
dents on Tuesday at 6:30 for dinner and 
fellowship; junior high students periodically 
depending on the LDMS spring lacrosse 
schedule. Friday night events will be added 
to make up for Sundays where there is an 
afternoon game. 

Calling for Favorites!  
Daniel Brinson, director of 
music, invites your hymn 
requests for services this 
summer!  Please email them 
to dbrinson@releechurch.org, or put  
them in Daniel’s mailbox in the  
Resource Room. 

Want to participate? 
St. Francis Choir, Parish Choir, and 
Handbell Choir continue normal 
schedule through May.  The Hand-
bell Choir will play for Confirma-
tion Sunday (May 7) and the St. 
Francis Choir will sing an anthem 
later in the month.  All are welcome 
to attend rehearsals for any of these 
groups. 

Or… 
Would you be willing to play an 
instrument or sing one Sunday in 
the summer?  It’s nice to have spe-
cial music when the choirs are on 
vacation.  Contact Daniel at 463-
4981 or dbrinson@releechurch.org. 

First-Hand from New Orleans 
 

By John Milford, Participant, Operation Golden Rule Trip No. 3 
What strikes you as you drive to New Orleans is seeing the broken trees and blue tarps 

covering roofs when you are still hours away.  As you approach Lake Pontchartrain, you 
see what the waters and winds did to the neighborhoods and the destruction block after 
block, mile after mile.  Six months after Katrina, the streets are virtually empty, but pass-
able. Flooded cars, trees and other debris are cleared away, exposing the empty homes, 
apartments, and businesses. 

After six months whole areas of town remain without power. You have to be careful 
driving through intersections as temporary stop signs on easels control traffic, not the 
stoplights that we are used to. Occasionally you see a FEMA trailer parked at a destroyed 
home, or even a makeshift “trailer park” in an empty space or parking lot. Some deter-
mined people are back, working to rehab their homes. But you wonder how many of the 
neighbors on the block will return and the future of the parish. 

For those determined people of New Orleans that have returned, groups of volunteers 
offer hope for the future. For the homeowner the work of destroying and rebuilding is over-
whelming. We saw with the group of volunteers from Ohio Wesleyan that a team can 
quickly empty the house of useless contents, tear out the walls, insulation, floors and ceil-
ings so the homeowner can rebuild. It is the only time I will ever see a homeowner weep 
tears of joy as they watch their home completely torn apart. This process starts the road to 
recovery, one house at a time.  But there are tens of thousands of homes to rebuild. New 
Orleans will need our help for years and years to come. 

YES!  We still need your financial Support for Operation Golden Rule 
Please make your contribution to: 

R. E. Lee Memorial Episcopal Church 
123 W. Washington St., Lexington, VA 24450 

Attn: Disaster Recovery 

 

 
 

Spring Ingathering May 7 
    

 During lengthy transitions, as we see at R. E. Lee Memorial Episcopal 
Church, let us remember the constants keeping us connected to Episcopal tradi-
tion. Among them is the United Thank Offering (UTO), which reminds us of our 
bounden duty to Christian service through daily prayers of thanksgiving and of-
ferings. Twice a year these offerings are combined with those of Episcopal parish-
ioners nationwide to be fully granted to worthy causes and projects, bringing 
hope and blessings to those less fortunate than we. 

As a vital arm of Episcopal mission, the UTO seeks to involve all members of 
the church, not just women but men and children as well. It enriches the spiritual 
and prayer life of families through daily thanksgivings for even the tiniest bless-
ings, offered either privately or shared with one’s family. A UTO blue box or 
mason jar, kept at home in a visible, convenient spot, is a fitting receptacle for 
coins offered in thanksgiving and collected for six months until the next ingather-
ing. 

Since 1938 records of parish participation have revealed not only the total 
amount sent to the diocese for each ingathering but also the number of individuals 
responding.  Last year 30 submitted offerings in the spring and 33 in the fall. 
Let’s raise those numbers on May 7.  Use the UTO envelope provided in the bul-
letin for your check made out to R. E. Lee Memorial Church with UTO on the 
memo line. If you need a Blue Box for the fall ingathering, pick one up from the 
Narthex or Parish Office, and make UTO a joyful daily habit. You’ll be doing 
your part to “enlarge the circle of thankful people.”                                      

 Julia Littlefield, UTO Coordinator 
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Vestry 2006 
Buddy Atkins 
John Burleson 
Melissa Cox 
Roger Crockett 
Libby Cumming 
Paula Cushman 
Bob de Maria 
Bob Glidden 
Gerry Locher 
Cindy Mullen 
Jerry Nay 
David Partlett 
Brian Shaw 
Gretchen Walden 
Jonathan Webster 

May Cross and Crown 
 

Cross and Crown is the monthly newsletter of R. E. Lee Memorial 
Episcopal Church in Lexington, VA. The editor is Kay Horner. The 
deadline for C&C is the 15th of the month. Articles and items of 
interest may be e-mailed to hornerk@releechurch.org or dropped in 
the C&C box in the resource room in the Parish House. Please 
include contact information. 

In Wonderful Wednesday’s Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd classes, our children learn 
about worship and liturgy in our faith. At left, 
DCE Rhonda Wheeler and Lydia Casteel 
work on a “practical life” lesson which leads to 
prayer and meditation. Below, left, Emma 
Burleson sets the altar for worship, and be-
low, left to right, Mike Dearing, Adam Web-
ster, Caroline Webster, and Emma Burleson 
await their Lenten observance. 


