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Keeping the Faith in the Interim Time

Thoughts, Views and Opinions from the Interim Rector

Who are we? How are we different now as a congregation? What do people say about us?!
(Developmental Task #2 Discovering a New Identity)

Thousands of years ago, there was, living in Egypt, a young man of privilege called Moses. Moses had been
adopted as an infant by the daughter of the great Pharaoh. When he was older he discovered that he had been born
the son of Hebrew slaves. One day, as he was watching the slaves make bricks to build the magnificent pyramids,
he came upon an Egyptian overseer beating an old Hebrew man because he was not working fast enough. Moses
was outraged and killed the overseer. When he realized that, in spite of his position, he would be held accountable
for killing an Egyptian official he fled the country. He went to a land called Midian and there discovered the God
of Abraham, the first man to enter into a sacred relationship with the Almighty. Abraham’s agreement with God
was simple. If Abraham agreed to worship God, and God alone, then God would give Abraham and his family
God’s special protection.

Moses learned that the Hebrew slaves were the descendants of Abraham through Jacob’s son, Joseph, who also
lived a privileged life in Pharaoh’s court. But things had changed in Egypt over the years. The Hebrews became
slaves and were forced to do the manual labor which the Egyptians refused to do. Moses, while in Midian, en-
countered the living God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who told him that he must go back to Egypt and
ask a new Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go. Well, we know the rest of the story...how Pharaoh refused to lose his cheap la-
borers...how plagues and disastrous events were sent to the Egyptians...how the Hebrews left Egypt and went through the parted
waters of the Red Sea, escaping the pursuing Egyptian army who drowned when the waters came back together. Now what?
They had escaped, but what uncertain future were they facing?

So what’s the point of bringing up this story? Well, we too, here at R. E. Lee Memorial are facing an unknown future.
We are in a time of transition between settled clergy. What kind of priest do we want to come to serve us as our spiritual leader
and guide? The answer to that is very simple. We just don’t know right now! One of the reasons for this lack of clarity is that we
can’t really, really define who we are as the people of God who worship and are spiritually fed at R. E. Lee Memorial. We know
that things are not the same now that our previous rector has gone. We have an interim who does things differently, who preaches
differently, and who says things differently. It seems a little bit frightening to some people that the old and familiar things seem
to be fading away. How do we hold on to the past? Well, the answer to that is we simply can’t. The story of R. E. Lee Memorial
is that we were never stuck in one place. All of you have been on a journey ever since this parish was founded!

When the Hebrews found themselves in new circumstances they had to learn to describe themselves in new ways. They
were no longer slaves in Egypt, they were free people wandering, seeking the Promised Land, the land given to Abraham and to
his descendants. During their adventures in the wilderness, which lasted forty years, they learned to adapt to new situations and
so became flexible and resilient. It helped to sustain them and their descendants for centuries as they experienced many, many
changes in their lives.

As we enter into the second of our developmental tasks as the people of God in transition, we, too, will begin a journey
of self-discovery. Our rector search committee has been appointed. They are gathering data and information which will be essen-
tial in preparing the documents we need to let potential candidates know how we describe ourselves. You may be asked to par-
ticipate in answering questions which the search committee may develop. You may also be asked to participate in focus groups,
small gatherings of your fellow parishioners, who will provide additional information about our parish.

We hope that you all will travel with us as we continue on our journey!

Your faithful servant in the Lord,

The Rev. Barry W. Miller will be on vacation July 1-15. If you have

a pastoral emergency during this time, please call the Parish ﬁ 7
Office at 463-4981 or The Rev. John Furgerson at 464-1244. i /WZ;{




Farewells from Rhonda and Nick

Dear Parish Family:

How can | express the inexpressible—the depth of my gratitude for the honor
and privilege of spending four years in ministry with you. You welcomed Emily and
me into your church family, your hearts, and your homes. We have walked together
through so many changes and rites of passage. We
have shared laughter as we’ve watched children grow,
graduate, marry, and have children of their own. We
have kept watch together at bedsides and wept to-
gether in the face of death. We have struggled in the
midst of our personal transitions and emerged re-
newed with hope and strength for the next steps in our
journey. And what a journey it has been!

You will forever be my church family. It is in this
parish, with you, that Emily and | came home spiritu-
ally, that we were confirmed, and that | began the
discernment that is leading me to the Episcopal priest-
hood. You have taught me so much about the Angli-
can tradition and you have generously shared your faith with me.

R. E. Lee Church is rich in gifted teachers and Christian Education leaders. You
will be in my prayers as you sustain current programs and implement new ones.

Emily and | leave for Alexandria and Virginia Theological Seminary grateful for
the sweet blessing of our years together. We love you and you will forever be in our
hearts.

God’s peace to you,

— .
- henda

Adios my friends,

It is with a heavy heart that | write to tell you all goodbye. We have had a terrific
and highly successful year. It has been my great privilege and honor to have served
as your youth minister for this year.

We started with nothing but an ideal and a re-
alization that for R. E. Lee Memorial Church to
fulfill its call as a Christian community it must
incorporate the youth and make a strong invest-
ment in them.

Today I leave you with a thriving ministry that
has energized and inspired us all. This is in great
part due to the participation of the youth them-
selves and their parents, but also to numerous
other motivated benefactors who saw the need for
a comprehensive youth ministry at our church.
However, the work is not over. Only with strong
leadership and unwavering support will our youth

program continue to thrive and make the positive difference in our community we
wish to see.

R. E. Lee Church is blessed with a phenomenal group of young people. They are
going to lead this parish, and others, one day and make us all proud to have been
apart of their lives. Please stay dedicated in your mission to them.

I wish you all the very best. You have blessed my life in a way that | could never
hope to repay. My heart will always be here with you at R. E. Lee Church, my spiri-
tual home.

Much love,

A Festive Send-Off
for Rhonda & Emily

On Sunday, July 23, we gather on the
courtyard after the 10:30 service to wish
Rhonda Wheeler well as she departs for a
year of Anglican studies at Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary.

Rhonda and Emily have been a part of
our parish family for four years, and under
Rhonda’s leadership we have seen our
children’s ministries and Christian Educa-
tion offerings grow and thrive.

Join us for courtyard festivities as we
reminisce with Rhonda and Emily, express
our appreciation for their contribution to our
parish family, and hear about their plans for
the coming year in Alexandria.

To contribute to a monetary gift for
Rhonda to help with the purchase of a lap-
top and other seminary expenses, send
your check, payable to R. E. Lee Church
with “Rhonda” on the memo line, to the
Parish Office.

Christian Education Meeting
Called for July 12 at 5 p.m.

All ministries related to Chris-
tian Education in the parish are
gathering on Wednesday, July 12
at 5 p.m. for a meeting to discuss
programs and assignments. The
following groups are invited:

Christian Education Committee
Adult Education Committee
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Sunday School Teachers
Acolyte Resource Team
We will begin with a large group
overview and then move into small
work groups to enhance productiv-
ity. Drinks and hors d’oeuvres will
be provided.

The meeting will conclude by
7 p.m. If you need childcare, please
let Rhonda know at 463-4981 or
wheelerr@releechurch.org.

Worship & Music Meeting
There will be a joint meeting of the
Worship and Music committees with
The Rev. Barry Miller on Tuesday,
July 18 at 4:30 p.m.

Kids Night Out
Friday, July 7, 6-9 p.m.

No charge, but food donations to
RARA requested & appreciated.
To sign up, e-mail
lawrences@rockbridge.net.
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For the School—Miss Sidney Cross
presented Bol Deng with a total of $443
earned by the sale of jewelry and flower
kits and offering from Children’s
Chapel.

The Circle of Ministry with Bol Deng

In the Dinka culture, one ends the journey where it began, with those who gave the first
welcome. We were honored the weekend of June 15 to have The Rev. Bol Deng spend
three days with us before his return to his native Sudan on Sunday, June 18. Alta Fowler,
now a Kendal resident, was the first person from our parish to meet Bol Deng in 1997 on
his initial trip to Virginia with his mentor, the late Marc Nikkel, a missionary from our
diocese. Bol brought the circle to a close last month with a visit with Ms. Fowler, a
parishwide potluck supper, and an emotional farewell on Sunday morning.

Bol graduated from Virginia Theological Seminary last month with a masters in theology
and has returned to Maar, Sudan to continue his work with the Marc Nikkel School. And
we are reminded that a circle, when closed, becomes never-ending. Our ministry in sup-
port of Bol and the Marc Nikkel School is just beginning.

While here, Bol shared his vision of primary and secondary education opportunities for
the children of Sudan—an essential ingredient in attracting families back to their homes
from refugee camps and in restoring viable communities after decades of civil war.

Bol also spoke of the need for R. E. Lee Church to send at least one person, in conjunc-
tion with others from the diocese, to visit the Marc Nikkel School. Regular visits, he
noted, would provide two benefits: confirmation for us that the Marc Nikkel school is a
viable and worthy institution and inspiration to continue and expand our participation in
this vital ministry. (The best months for visiting are from October to December.)

Bol attended the early service on June 18, and during the Sunday School hour received letters and gifts from our children. Miss
Sydney Cross gave Bol over $443 that she and others had earned by making and selling jewelry and flower kits. Our ECW also
gave Bol a gift of $200 for the Marc Nikkel School.

Be a Part of the Circle of Ministry!

The Marc Nikkel School now has 373 students, but can only accommodate about 250 inside the buildings. The school needs to
add another building and more teachers. It is not too late for you to be a part of the special offering taken the weekend Bol was
here. Open your hearts and send your check payable to R. E. Lee Church, with “Sudan’ on the memo line.

School supplies are plentiful and cheaper in Nairobi, Kenya, and transporting supplies into Southern Sudan from Nairobi is much

cheaper than sending supplies from the
school.

United States. Therefore, monetary donations are preferred over actual items for the

A Tip of the Paint Brush to

Gordon & Crew

The Choir Room has a fresh coat of
paint, and it feels like a new room! Many
thanks to Gordon and Carol Woodcock,
who put in many hours of hard work orga-
nizing, cleaning, and painting. Thanks also
to others, especially Connie Bryant and
Ron Ryan, for their significant help with the
project.

A Piano for the Parish Hall

A piano has been
donated by John and
Kathryn Mirabella for
use in the Parish Hall. It
was inaugurated at Ves-
try meeting this month.
It has a warm, full sound that should serve
us well for events in the Parish Hall. Thank
you, John and Kathryn!

Nuts and Bolts of the Habitat Project

There are openings for help at the Habitat work site on Tuesday mornings in July
and August. Please contact Barton Dick to sign up for one of these Tuesday work
days. If you have questions, contact Barton at 463-5788.

In addition to the parish work on the Habitat house itself, help is needed in the
Habitat office and store, to answer the phone, send mail, receive and arrange mate-
rial donations, and do accounting. If this is more in your line, your help is certainly
welcome. Please contact Dan Walz, executive director of Habitat, at 463-3770. The
Habitat projects are a rewarding experience, and a nice gift to the community. Con-
sider making a donation of your time, and lending the needed assistance.

In the Parish Register

Baptisms
Kimberly & Lily Montgomery, 31 Lapsley Lane, Buena Vista, VA 24416
Stephen William Goehringer, grandson of Gladys & Bill Cunningham
Burials
George M. Brooke, Jr. and Robert Barnard
Transfer Out
Ginger & Steve Lane to St. Thomas Church, White Sulphur Springs, W VA
New Address
Bob & Ann Hehre, The Glebe 5038, 200 Glebe Blvd., Daleville, VA 24083







Bishop of the Diocese

The Rt. Rev. F. Neff Powell
Interim Rector

The Rev. Barry W. Miller
Director, Christian Education

The Rev. Rhonda E. Wheeler
Director of Music: Daniel Brinson
Parish Administrator: Kay Horner
Treasurer: Buddy Atkins
Financial Secretary: Anita Ramp
Volunteer Coordinator: Lynne Lorrier
Sexton: Connie Bryant
Clergy Associates: The Rev. John A. Furgerson;

The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Litzenburg; The Rev. Dr.

Jackson P. Hershbell; The Rev. Dr. Robert
Crewdson

Vestry 2006
Buddy Atkins
John Burleson
Melissa Cox
Roger Crockett
Libby Cumming
Paula Cushman
Bob de Maria
Bob Glidden
Gerry Locher
Cindy Mullen
Jerry Nay

David Partlett
Brian Shaw
Gretchen Walden
Jonathan Webster

Developing News! Stay Tuned

A Summer
Celebration

&N

Sunday, August 6
6 p.m., on the Courtyard

Music, Fun, and Fellowship!

Potluck Supper




