
      Cross & Crown 
News of the Ministry & Mission of R. E. Lee Memorial Church,  123 W. Washington St., Lexington, VA    December 2008 

 

Taize’ Eucharist 
December 14 at 5 p.m. 

Taize’ Chants accompanied by 

Spencer Artwick, guitar 

Libby Cumming, flute 

Doug Cumming, clarinet 

and others 

 

Christmas Eve 

5 p.m. 

Children’s Pageant 

and  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

10:30 p.m. 

Musical Prelude 
 

11 p.m. 

Festival Holy Eucharist 

Rite I 
 

Christmas Day 
10:30 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

 

 
 

Pageant Rehearsals for Christmas Eve 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 17, 4 to 4:45 

Sunday, Dec. 21 during the 9:15 Sunday School time 

Christmas Eve at 3:30 
 

During the Christmas Eve rehearsal, children will get their costumes. 

Out-of-town guests and those who canôt attend rehearsals are still in-

vited to join us on the 24th. There will be a place for everyone! Youth 

and adults are welcome to help with pageant preparations. For more 

information or to volunteer to help, contact Sharon Massie at 570-5408 

or Sharon@releechurch.org. 

St. Nicholas Day Celebration  

for the Children 
 

On Sunday, December 7, the children will celebrate the Feast Day of Saint 

Nicholas during Sunday School while the adults are at the annual meeting. 

It will be a fun morning learning about Saint Nicholas, a fourth-century 

bishop who had a unique way of giving and encouraging people to remem-

ber those in need at Christmas and throughout the year.  

Be an Angel! 

Our parish is again participating in the 

Angel Tree ministry sponsored by Prison 

Fellowship Ministries. On Sunday, De-

cember 7 between services and after the 

10:30 service, Meg Mason will be on 

hand in the Parish Hall to assist you in 

selecting your Angel tag. Your gift will 

benefit the child of a prisoner in Rock-

bridge County or the Roanoke area.  

Handicapped Parking 

Three parking spaces between the church 

and the Parish House are now designated 

for handicapped parking on Sundays and 

for church events. One of the spaces is so 

designated at all times. We ask your co-

operation in observing the parking re-

strictions to accommodate our parishion-

ers and friends who need to park  closer 

to the church. 

An Update: Charitable Giving Rollover Provision 
The IRA Charitable Rollover provision of the Pension Protection Act of 2006 has been ex-
tended for the 2008 and 2009 tax years under the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008.  This provision allows individuals age 70 ½, or older, to make certain direct gifts or 
transfers from traditional and Roth individual retirement accounts (IRA) to public charities like 
R. E. Lee Memorial Church and receive favorable federal income tax treatment.  For more 
information, contact the Parish Office at 463-4981. 



Candidates for Vestry  

Five candidates will be elected to the Vestry from a slate of six at the Annual Parish Meeting 

on Sunday, December 7, at 9:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall. Members of the Vestry serve for three

-year terms. In November, the Vestry named Punky Dod, an alternate from last yearôs election, 

to serve the year that remains on the term of Bridget Kelley-Dearing, who has resigned. 

 

Mary Doyle  

I have been an Episcopalian for 30 years, and have been at R. E. 

Lee since 2001. I sing in the choir, serve as a chalicist and lay 

reader and have been on the Music Committee. I sing in the Rock-

bridge Choral Society. I lived in Harrisonburg for 16 years prior to 

moving to Lexington, and served on the Vestry at the church there. I 

am a ñcomputer nurseò at Carilion Stonewall Jackson Hospital, 

which means that I'm a nurse, but my job is helping to manage the 

electronic medical record. I am married to John Doyle, who is a 

librarian at W&Lôs Law School. We each have three adult children 

and three granddaughters and one grandson. 

I appreciate the diversity that we have at R. E. Lee. The option for services, for music, for 

education and for service to the world outside the walls is important. I would like to see more 

opportunities to get to know one another on a more intimate level, so that everyone feels a 

part of the church family. Welcoming newcomers and growing our congregation should be a 

priority. Along with that, we need to continue to support and nurture the youth and their par-

ents to make sure that we have something to offer people of all ages. 

 

Carole Elmore  

As a military wife, I have experienced many different Episcopal 

churches, in many different parts of the country. Each had unique 

and interesting characteristics. I will forever be thankful for the wel-

coming I received at this church when I arrived here three years ago 

as a new widow. In the past three years I have volunteered at the 

Parish Office, worked on the ECW Bazaar, been a part of the Chris-

tian Outreach Committee, the Green Committee, and am in my third 

year of EFM (Education for Ministry). If selected to serve on the Ves-

try, I will look forward to the new experiences and opportunities that 

service would bring. 

 

Timothy Gaylard  

I have been a member of the R. E. Lee parish since 1984. My 

wife, Catherine, and I are members of the choir. A professor of 

Music at Washington and Lee University, I teach piano and 

courses in music history and appreciation. I grew up in my native 

Canada where I was head choirboy of the Cathedral church in 

Ottawa. I have always been a strong advocate of fine music-

making for the glory of God. 
 

Judy Glick  

Bob and I moved to Lexington and R. E. Lee Church from Eastern 

North Carolina in May of 2006. I have been active in the Episcopal 

Church for the past 20 years. In North Carolina, I served on the parish 

Vestry for two terms and served terms on the Diocesan Executive 

Council and Stewardship Commission. I have been active in the 

camping program for 20 years. I am currently a member of the Pas-

toral Care Committee, the Altar Guild, and the Wednesday Book 

Group. If elected, I bring my time and enthusiasm for the mission and 

ministry of the church in this little corner of God's world. 

Don Whittington  

My wife Margaret and I have been communi-

cants here for the last several years, having 

relocated to Lexington 

from the Clifton Forge 

area. Iôm a third-year 

EFM (Education for 

Ministry) student, 

currently serve as a 

member of the Chris-

tian Outreach Com-

mittee, and will, for 

the second time, represent the parish as dele-

gate to Council. While a member of St. An-

drews in Clifton Forge, I served in several 

capacities that included lay leader and 

reader, junior and senior warden, and dele-

gate to Council on multiple occasions. If 

elected to the Vestry, I will bring not only my 

experience but my willingness to serve in 

carrying out the affairs of the church. 

Sarah Lanford  

I am a long-standing member of R. E. Lee 

Memorial Church and have served in a vari-

ety of areas of church lifeðthe Vestry, where 

I have been Junior Warden and Senior War-

den; ECW; Altar Guild; and Outreach Com-

mittee as well as the Kitchen Committee 

which spearheaded the effort to install a new 

kitchen. Currently, I serve on the Property 

Committee and the Christian Outreach Com-

mittee where I administer the Mission-

Emergency Fund. As needed, I am a lector at 

the 8 a.m. service and serve as a member of 

the Flower Guild, which is responsible for 

having the memorial flowers in place on Sun-

day. I believe that my experience in these 

areas would be helpful, and I am always 

guided by my commitment to the work of this 

parish and its well-being. 

For the Food Pantry 

Sugar-free jelly is the food of the 

month for the RARA Food Pantry.  

Demands are increasing in these 

difficult economic times. You may con-

tribute by leaving food items on the  

main floor of the Parish House under the 

hall table during the week and in the 

basket on the Courtyard at the foot of 

the steps on Sundays. 

Your gifts are most appreciated. 



Christian Education on Sunday Mornings 

There will be no Christian Education on Dec. 28. It will resume on January 4. 

9:15 Rise and Sing, for all ages, in the church 

9:15 Christianity & Culture  

Dec. 7 No session/Annual Meeting 

Dec. 14 Paradise Lost, led by Suzanne Keen 

Dec. 21 Paradise Lost, led by Suzanne Keen 

Dec. 28 No session 

9:30 Children and Youth Sunday School, Top Floor, Parish House 

 Confirmation Class (Sharon Massie’s Office) 

 Lectionary Bible Study Class, Parish Office, led by Dr. Alexandra Brown  

“Like Dew Your Youth,” study for parents of teenagers (CR) 

In Sympathy 

The Parish family extends its sympathy 

to MJ Mayerchak and her family on the 

death of her mother, Mildred Wood.  

 

December Spotlight on Mission Emergency Fund 
The Mission Emergency Fund is one of the items in the church budget for 

Outreach. Its purpose is to be the safety net, the last source of help for families in 

need, after all other available resources are exhausted. 

Requests for help may come by calls to the church, but the greater number are 

referrals from Rockbridge Area Relief Association (RARA). 

There are limits on RARA’s ability to give, or the family may have used their 

eligibility there and at Social Services. This is when churches are asked to help. 

Presently, there three Lexington churches with emergency funds—Lexington 

Presbyterian, St. Patrick’s, and R. E. Lee. We consult with each other and reach 

decisions together, dividing the cost of a utility or rent. 

Payments are not considered until a cut-off notice on a utility has been re-

ceived or eviction for non-payment is threatened. Other area churches contribute 

on a case-by-case basis.  

This year, we have seen rising costs in all areas, especially utilities and food. 

As we go into the winter, requests have increased, as well as the amount needed 

to pay utilities. All payments are to vendors, and families are expected to pay as 

much as they can. 

It is through the work of this fund that we are known in the community as a 

church that cares about the needs of others and is willing to act on their behalf. 

 

On Sunday, December 7, the loose offering will go to the parishôs  

Mission Emergency Fund. We invite you to consider a contribution to  

enable our parish to help our neighbors who find themselves  

in dire economic emergencies this winter. 

Poinsettias for Christmas 

In celebration of the nativity of our Lord, 

we make our church festive with poinset-

tias and greens. To participate in this 

effort, make your check payable to R. E. 

Lee Church, mark it “Flower Fund,” and 

drop it in the collection plate or mail it to 

the Parish Office. If you would like to list 

a memorial for the Christmas bulletins, 

contact Kay in the Parish Office no later 

than Thursday, December 18. 

Boysô Home Trees 

Boys’ Home, Coving-

ton is featured in the 

current issue of Vir-

ginia Living. Included 

with the story is a 

photo of four residents 

taken at the Boys’ 

Home Christmas Tree 

Farm in West Augusta.  The tree farm 

is open every weekend through Decem-

ber 20. For more information call  

(540) 965-7700  

or visit www.boyshomeinc.org. 

Fitzgerald Earns Eagle Scout 

Dylan Fitzgerald, son of Wayne and 

Anna-Lisa Fitzgerald and grandson of 

Jerry and Ann Nay, recently received his 

Eagle Scout award, the highest honor 

given by Boy Scouts.  

Congratulations to Dylan for the  

skill and perseverance that led to this 

distinction. 

Lemonade Brigade Hosting 

Hosts for the Sunday Lemonade Brigade 

are needed for December and January. 

Currently about 25 families sign up for a 

three-month period. We invite you to 

sign up during the Lemonade Hour or 

contact Judy Noell at 463-5134 or at 

noellharbor@cs.com. 

ECW Meeting 

The ECW will hold a business meeting 

on Tuesday, Dec. 2 at 10 a.m. in the Con-

ference Room.  

Glorious Gifts at Trinity 

The 12th Annual Glorious Gifts, a mar-

ketplace for missions, will be held from 

noon to 2 p.m. on Sunday, December 7 in 

the Fellowship Hall of Trinity Methodist 

Church. Glorious Gifts provides an op-

portunity to give a gift that is given 

twice—once to someone we want to re-

member, and again to someone in real 

need of assistance. For instance, you can 

buy a night’s lodging for a battered 

mother and her child in Project Horizon’s 

Lisa House, or medical supplies to treat 

someone at the Rockbridge Area Free 

Clinic. Other agencies participating in-

clude RARA, RATS, and Habitat for 

Humanity. One hundred percent of the 

money spent on these gifts goes to the 

agency involved. What a wonderful way 

to celebrate the true meaning of giving at 

a time of year when we celebrate God’s 

greatest gift to us! 

http://www.boyshomeinc.org/
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Vestry 2008 
Buddy Atkins 
George Brooke III, 
Molly Brown 
John Burleson 
Jay Crawford 
Roger Crockett 
Susan Cross 
Bob Glidden 
Elizabeth Harralson 
Bridget Kelley-Dearing 
Julia Littlefield 
John Milford 
Dick Rathmell 
Woody Sadler 
Gretchen Walden 
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Cross and Crown is the monthly newsletter of R. E. Lee Memorial Episcopal 
Church in Lexington, VA. The editor is Kay Horner. The deadline for C&C 

is the 15th of the month. Articles and items of interest may be e -mailed to 

hornerk@releechurch.org or dropped in the C&C box in the resource room 
in the Parish House. Please include contact information.  

1 Jake Lawrence 

2 Martha Apgar 

Leland Goddard 

Laura Lanier 

Gloria Smitka 

Robert Tharp 

3 Meg Mason 

Tyson Wilson 

4 Ed Kritzer 

5 Robert Molinaro 

Adelaide Simpson 

6 Anna Crockett 

Howard Pickett 

8 Aminee Roberts 

9 John Knapp 

Gretchen Walden 

10 Lynnwood Dent 

Sis Warner 

11 Vera Sadler 

John Smitka 

Megan Williams 

12 MJ Mayerchak 

13 Anne Lamont 

 

14 Robin Eddy 

15 Stan Kruger 

Jay Lewis 

Carol Woodcock 

16 James Keane 

17 Kay Pless 

18 John Forster 

19 Merce Brooke 

Roger Crockett 

20 Sarah Massie 

Mary Curtis Stolarz 

22 Mac Gilliam 

23 Chris Russell 

25 Pat Bury 

27 Joy Harris 

28 Eve Macheras 

Steve Rumbaugh 

30 Maggie Lawrence 

Jake MacDonnell 

Jay Sailer 

31 Jeanne Day 
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