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Cross and Crown  

College Chaplain Named  

James Keane begins his service as our 

college chaplain this month. A native 

Washingtonian, he and his wife Darlene 

relocated to Lexington in 2003 when Darlene 

retired after teaching Family and Consumer 

Sciences for 31 years. James retired in 2006 

after serving as Director of Human Resources 

for Verizon Communications. They became 

active in R. E. Lee in 2005 and have served 

in a variety of areas. Their daughter, son-in-

law and two grandchildren live in Lexington; 

and their son lives and works in Washington.  

At the church they attended in Washing-

ton, James was heavily involved, as lay 

deacon, assisting minister, and lector. He 

also taught Sunday school and worked with 

social service agencies on outreach projects. 

He recently graduated from EfM (Education 

for Ministry), a four-year program of 

theological study, and is looking forward to 

serving students and cadets as Chaplain. 

 

Parish Office Staffing  

Amanda Cramer, summer office assistant, 

is with us through August. Amanda sings in 

our choir with her husband Philip, a W&L law 

student. She resumes work on her second 

bachelorôs degree, in music, at Radford this 

fall. She works 1 to 4, Monday-Thursday. 

On September 1, Sally Jeffrey joins our 

staff as office assistant. Sally was most 

recently development and volunteer 

coordinator for Rockbridge Area Hospice. 

She and husband Tom are natives of the 

Midwest and Virginia Tech graduates. They 

retired here from Ohio, where they were 

college teachers. Tom works fulltime on the 

maintenance team at Rockbridge Young Life 

Camp. Their son Sam and family live in 

Woodstock. The family is rounded out by a 

yellow lab and three rescued cats.  

We also want to thank our office volun-

teers who work Fridays, 9 to noon. 

August 21 ðIt All Begins with ñSundaeò School 
The new year for Christian Education at R. E. Lee beings on the 

Courtyard, August 21, with a òSundaeó School celebration at 

9:30. This is an intergenerational event that will be cool, tasty, and 

lively! After weõve gathered, eaten our fill of ice cream, and regis-

tered for our classes, weõll process to our classrooms. The follow-

ing Sunday, August 28, we resume our regular schedule. 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks  

Students, preschool through adult, are invited to bring backpacks, Blackberries, 

PDAs, or lunch boxes to the 10:30 service to be blessed in celebration of the new 

school year. 

 

Wonderful Wednesdays Are More Wonderful than Ever! 
Pizza Party and Sign-Up Day, Aug. 24, 3:15-4:15 in the Parish Hall 

Wednesdays will be even more wonderful this year! Theyôre designed for children 

ages three to Grade 5, and we meet from 3:15 to 4:15. This year, we will continue our 

core programs of Godly Play and St. Francis Choir. 

¶ Godly Play for ages three through 1st grade. 

¶ St. Francis Choir for second through 8th grades. 

Be there for the first Wednesday when we will get to know each other, discuss plans 

for the year, and have a short program. 

Sharon Massie (570-5408 or sharon@releechurch.org) 

Daniel Brinson (570-2626, dbrinson@releechurch.org) 

ON THE ROADñThe youth of our parish recently joined the youth at St. Johnôs Church, 
Waynesboro, for a day at Busch Gardens, Williamsburg. The trip was planned by youth leaders, 
Mayumi Smitka and Megan Oliver. 
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Education for Ministry 

Are you looking for a way to enrich your life? 

Education for Ministry (EfM) is a four-year pro-

gram that covers the basics of a theological 

education in the Old and New Testaments, 

church history, liturgy, and theology.  

Through discussion and guided reflection, the seminars furnish an opportunity to deepen 

oneôs understanding of the reading materials and development of skills in theological reflec-

tion.  As the emphasis on lay ministry has grown, the EfM program has played a crucial role in 

developing theologically informed, knowledgeable lay leaders.  

The program is sponsored by the University of the South and since its inception in 1975, 

more than 60,000 people have participated.  

EfM will start a new year in September, meeting on Tuesday nights at 6. If youôre interested 

in becoming a part of this group, contact our new co-mentors, James Keane 

(jrklexva@msn.com) or Don Ellis (don318@comcast.net ). Deadline Information: Bulletins, Tuesday 

afternoon. Cross & Crown, 20th of the month  

preceding publication. 

Music Ministry  
 

contact Daniel Brinson, dbrinson@releechurch.org or 570-2626. 

 
St. Francis Choir 

Part of Wonderful Wednesdays, St. Francis Choir offers children, second grade and up, a sup-

portive environment and an experience in faith community through participation in song, story, 

prayer, worship, and service. This year we are very excited to work towards singing with a 

newly formed Sudanese childrenôs choir from Roanoke. 

Wednesdays, 3:15 to 4:30, Choir Room, beginning August 24 

Parish Choir 

The Parish Choir brings an eclectic repertoire of liturgical music to the 10:30 service each Sun-

day and for seasonal special services. This year we will be working on a special offering, the 

Christmas Cantata by Alessandro Scarlatti. The choir is made up of teens, college students, 

and adults. All are welcome. 

Thursdays, 7:30 to 9, Choir Room, beginning August 25  

Taizé Ensemble 

The Taizé ensemble provides musical leadership for the contemplative 5 p.m. Taizé Eucharist. 

All instruments and singers welcome! 

Second Sunday of each month, 4:00 in the church 

On Sunday Mornings 
Beginning August 21 

EverybodyñRise and Sing 

9:15 in the Choir Room 

Children and adults join voices  

each Sunday morning to sing the 

songs of our faith. This is a lively, 

intergenerational way to learn new 

songs, to celebrate Godõs love,  

and to build up our Sunday School 

community. Be there for the  

first note, your own personal 

òpreludeó to Sunday morning. 
 

Lectionary Class 

9:30 in the Library 

We follow the Sunday lectionary  

selections, discussing the readings,  

how they relate to each other, to the 

seasons of the church year, and to 

our lives of faith. No preparation is  

required to participate. Facilitated by 

Joan Millon and Jamie Smith. 
 

 

On- going 

Christianity & Culture 

9:15 in the Parish Hall 

This long-running staple of our  

Christian Education offerings is  

coordinated by The Rev. Dr. Tom  

Litzenburg. A complete list of  

fall presenters and their topics  

can be found on page 4.  

Would you like to serve? 

Our worship is enhanced 

by the participation of 

our acolytesñservers, 

torch-bearers, and  

lighters of our candles. 

We thank them for  

their faithfulness.  

If youõre in Grade 6 or up 

and would like join our  

acolyte team, see Sharon 

Massie, Program Director.  

A Wedding Invitation  

Mr. Joshua Harvey and Miss Ashley Latta invite you to celebrate their marriage,  

Friday, August 12, 2011, at 4:30 p.m at the Lexington Presbyterian Church. Prelude  

music begins at 4 p.m. 

You are also invited to a pot-luck reception of leave-taking and celebration Sunday,  

August 14 at 12:30 p.m. at the Buena Vista Baptist Church. 

Since Josh and Ashley are moving to Scotland, the gift of your presence is all that is  

required. 

mailto:dbrinson@releechurch.org
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Welcome to New Members 

 

 

Stewardship Vignettes 
                                 ...or How Sacrificial Giving Has Kept Our Church Alive 
 
 

Operation Golden Rule 
Part II of an article published in June  

by Doug Cumming 

Jerry and Ann Nay drove the 900 miles to Louisiana on that first 

trip knowing they had the parish behind them ï psychologically, finan-

cially, and physically. ñOur work is vision and our work is love; and our 

work is long and hard,ò the Rev. Tom OôDell, priest-in-charge, wrote in 

Cross and Crown at the time.  

Hurricane Katrinaôs ravaging had made visible ï even on TV ï a 

deeper wound of urban poverty and racial betrayal that OôDell called ña 

jarring vision of two Americas.ò ñWeôre called to witness to the unity 

and love that is ours in Christ.ò And so, he wrote: ñWe need to be there 

long after the headlines and TV coverage fade.ò 

Donations were pouring into the parishôs Hurricane Relief fund, 

reimbursing what the Nays were buying one step ahead with their own 

money for trip expenses and from a need-list. Jerry was on the phone 

with the disaster relief officer for the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana, 

who provided other contacts around New Orleans and from as far 

away as Michigan. Jerry, the retired Air Force colonel, engineered a 

practical, fluid battle plan.  

Other parishioners worked quietly, feverishly, on that plan. M.J. 

Mayerchakôs Outreach Committee was in gear supporting and supply-

ing the operation. The first stop on the Naysô early November 2005 

pathfinder trip was an Episcopal church in Slidell, a city just short of 

New Orleans on the northeast shore of Lake Pontchartrain. This 

church, Christ Church, had given Jerry the list of supplies he was  

hauling. 

The Nays then drove the van across the 24-mile Pontchartrain 

Causeway ï now a single remaining two-lane bridge bearing two-way 

traffic ï to New Orleans. Some sections of the city looked destroyed, 

ghostly and toxic. Others seemed merely scruffy, with street signs and 

traffic lights loose or missing. Thatôs how Broadway looked, where the 

Chapel of the Holy Spirit served Tulaneôs Episcopal community. The 

adjacent house owned by the Chapel had been wrecked not by hurri-

canes but by years of abuse from resident college students.  

Jerry spent most of one night using his draftsman skills drawing up 

a plan to turn that wrecked house into a clean base camp for Episco-

pal church volunteers who would be coming from all over the country 

in the months and years to follow, to help rebuild and to listen to the 

stories of loss and sorrow. He estimated that the house would sleep 

20 adults after some 190 man-hours of work fixing it up. This was the 

vision, the work OôDell had described as long and hard. 

For R.E. Lee, it lasted a full two years. Operation Golden Rule 

made a total of eight trips, eight teams, concluding on Nov. 2-11, 

2007, when the Nays went with eight others. In between, team helpers 

included many parishioners, such as Melissa Cox, M.J. Mayerchak 

and Steve Shultis. On one, parishioner Gloria Smitka took a group of 

her nursing students from Dabney S. Lancaster Community College.  

Another trip was the subject of a powerful documentary film pro-

duced in the summer of 2006 by church member Bob deMaria called 

ñNew Orleans: A Place Nobody Knows.ò One of the trips was the win-

ter break in ô07 for Washington & Lee students doing community ser-

vice through the Shepherd Poverty Program. 

Before these later trips, Jerryôs plan for the Chapel House had to 

be executed. That was the work of Team Two, the Boys from Virginia 

ï Jerry Nay, Uncas McThenia, and Barton Dick. 

Dr. Barton Dick had come to Lexington more than 30 years earlier, 

opening his practice as an orthopedic surgeon on Main Street. He and 

Jerry both remember a casual conversation they had when they were 

ushering at R.E. Lee for the main Palm Sunday service in 1977. Bar-

ton told Jerry that he and the other doctors sharing office space 

needed a new location nearer the hospital with more parking, but were 

getting nowhere. A few days later, Jerry phoned Barton and asked, 

ñWould about two acres on Houston Street do?ò Jerry had taken direct 

action, knocked on the doors of a few homeowners, and worked out a 

possible deal, just like that. He would also get a book from Barton on 

medical-practice management, contact the author and bring him in 

from North Carolina as a consultant. That consultant was so im-

pressed with the spirit of this group that, after visiting for a few days, 

he left without charging anything, Barton said. Not without some con-

troversy from neighbors, Barton and the other doctors were soon mov-

ing into new medical offices on Houston Street, and Jerry and Barton 

became partners in a property management firm. This is how Jerry 

gets things done, Barton said: He sees a need and goes about meet-

ing it with a vision. 

The three men from the East drove their van down on Dec. 4, this 

time hauling a pop-up camper-trailer that a donor had brought to Lex-

ington from Connecticut. Barton, who had just retired from his surgery 

practice two years earlier, was now an unpaid day laborer working 

from dawn to dusk to renovate the Chapel House. Uncas, whose pub- 

continued on page 4 
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Operation Golden Rule 

Continued from page 3 

lished theological writings were known to the 

newly ordained deacon, Francis King, who 

greeted them at the house, also set about to 

such humble manual labor, divested of his 

former academic credentials. And Jerry, 

though playing his role as ñcommander,ò was 

listening to the stories of store clerks, restau-

rant workers and Episcopal priests and dea-

cons. For a week, the three men worked with 

such folks, broke bread with them, prayed 

with them, had communion, delivered the 

camper-trailer to a predominantly African-

American Episcopal church, and were led by 

Francis King on a tour at dusk of the corpse-

like Lower Ninth Ward.  

The darkness that fell was total, and 

seemed symbolic. ñIt is beyond our collective 

wisdom to even attempt a theological analy-

sis of what we have experienced,ò they re-

ported back to the parish. ñBut we are certain 

of one thing ï that in this Advent season of 

waiting, somehow the darkness will give way 

to light.ò 

On the morning they were to leave ï at 

0800, by Jerryôs order ï one of the two other 

men woke around 3 a.m. for some reason. 

They had finished what they had set out to 

do, making the Chapel House habitable for 

future church groups. But they knew the 

floors in the kitchen and dining room needed 

scrubbing, and if they didnôt do it, it wouldnôt 

get done. So Barton and Uncas found them-

selves on their knees scrubbing those floors 

hours before the winter sun came up. They 

stayed at it until the floors were clean, giving 

them about three minutes to hop into the 

van, which Jerry was going to drive away at 

0800 regardless. ñIt was a communion of 

some sort,ò Barton recalls. 

Christianity & Culture 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Parish Hall 

Sept. 4 & 18 Architecture of Lee Chapel and R. E. Lee Church, led by Pam Simpson 

Oct. 2 & 9 Washington, Custis and Lee Families, led by Holt Merchant 

Oct 16, 30 & Nov. 6 Three Weddings and a Choir, led by Tim Gaylard 

Nov. 13, 20 The Jew of Malta and The Merchant of Venice, led by Holly Pickett 

Dec. 4 Luther and the Jews, led by Roger Crockett 

Dec. 11 Charles Dickens, led by Suzanne Keen 
 

On the Sundays not listed above, there will be no class. 

 

When Jesus  
was a kidé. 
In July, our church facilities were transformed 

into Nazareth. Sheep were everywhere, and 

Maryôs house buzzed with activity. Seventy 

children, teachers, and helpers saw the an-

cient town through the eyes of Jesus and his 

family. 
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What a day it wasða July Sunday that 
was cool with a light breeze. Under the pavil-
ion at Lake Robertson, voices mingled in 
praise with flutes, string bass, and guitars. 
The saints communed and fellowship 
abounded among parishioners and special 

guests from Boysô Home, Covington. 

Our fourth annual Eucharist at the Lake 
was a stellar day! Our thanks to all who 
made it possible for us to transport our ser-

vice of worship to the lake. 

And, for the record, the Bishop played 

horseshoes and his wife played flute! 

Sunday Morning at Lake Robertson 


